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but the indispensable means to the manifestation of heroism,
and the pleasure we feel is that of admiration and moral
sympathy; and this is of so high a character, as to be
worth purchasing at the cost of compassionate pains. Take
away these experiences of nobleness and justice, and the
naked*'pity and terror' of the tragedy would be simply
repulsive. Fellow-feeling for suffering, however, is still open
to some alleviations which are inaccessible to remorse and
guilt This, kept down, it may be, or defied in the heat
of passion, rises as soon as we * come to ourselves,' and
poisons life by making the inmost self hateful, and leaving
us without retreat; and though it may become blunted by
habit, and sleep in intervals of forgetfulness, it wakes again
with the touch of sorrow, and haunts us with returning self-
abhorrence. (4) The counterpart to the satisfactions of
honour is the pain of Infamy. If justly incurred, it is ^
but the external corroboration of remorse: if unjustly,
it is assuaged by a supporting self-approval and re&t in
God i but even the human alienation is felt to be more
terrible than bodily anguish, and not infrequently leads to
suicidel.

From this survey of the contents of human experience,
Hutcheson thinks it evident that the life of greatest virtue
is, and must be, that of greatest happiness. Its very ele-
ment is the social and moral affections, whose pleasures
are supreme, and secuies it from the moral pains, which
are the hardest to endure. And though it is fully exposed
to the sufferings of sympathy, it brings them the best relief
in the activities of succouring love and the admiration of
noble fortitude. And in proportion as the affections widen
and take in larger and larger circles of human good, i. e in
proportion as they become more virtuous, do they more
easily rebound from the stroke of private suffering and
recover hope and joy in*fellowship with well-being upon
a grander scale. And as for the inevitable ills that are
the impartial liability of all, none certainly can be more
1 System, I. vn. pp. 139-148.